General Information

U.S. Army Conference on Applied Statistics

Registration: 


To register for the conference please complete the conference registration form included in this packet. A registration desk will be maintained at the site on Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday beginning at 8:00 AM and during the social Tuesday evening.  The registration fee for the conference is $250 or $275 on site. A short course on "Mixed-effects Models Using R," offered by Douglas Bates, University of Wisconsin, will precede the conference on 17-18 October. The tutorial is included in the registration fee. See http://www.galaxy.gmu.edu/ACAS/index.htm for tutorial details. We ask that you pre-register for the conference by mail or fax, with or without payment, so that we may estimate conference and tutorial participation. 

Lodging:

Hyatt Regency Monterey, 1 Old Golf Course Road, Monterey, California 93940-4908 Phone: 831-372-1234 / Fax: 831-375-3960 (The conference hotel is also the site of the social and is a 10 minute walk from our meeting rooms.)

$103/$103** Single/Double + $10/night resort fee redeemable for bottled water, local calls, and food credits. All prices exclude tax. For government travelers, state tax exempt forms will be available at the desk. See http://www.galaxy.gmu.edu/ACAS/index.htm under local arrangements for a complete listing of amenities.

Reference: The Army Conference on Applied Statistics / ACAS Please make your reservations early! The rooms have been blocked only through 16 September. 

Notes: 

**Our hotel rate this year is again a moving target. However, this year the conference group rate has been tied to the General Service Administration's determination of federal per diem. The government per diem for Monterey will be adjusted downward beginning October 1 from $132/night to $103/night lodging. We have a signed addendum to the contract reflecting the prices listed above. If the GSA reverses its decision prior to the conference, as it did last year for Atlanta and Orlando, the rate may return to, approximately the $132/night it was in 2004. Regardless of when you register, your room rate will be adjusted to the federal per diem at the time of the conference. Right now, it’s a bargain! Hotel and sales taxes are reimbursed above the lodging per diem.

Wilks Award Banquet:


The U.S. Army Wilks Award is periodically given at this annual conference to a deserving individual who has made a substantial contribution to statistical methodology and application impacting the practice of statistics in the Army.  The award was established to commemorate the career of Prof. Samuel S. Wilks and especially his service to the Army.  Recipients to date are Robert Bechhofer, Bernard Harris, Herbert David, Nozer Singpurwalla, Emanuel Parzen, Francis Dressel, Stuart Hunter, Marion Bryson, Boyd Harshbarger, James Thompson, Malcolm Taylor, Douglas Tang, Jayaram Sethuraman, W. J. Conover, Robert Launer, Edward Wegman, C.R. Rao, Eugene Dutoit, Donald Barr, and David Scott.  Please join us at the Club Del Monte on Wednesday evening to share in this annual banquet event.  Tickets are included in the registration fee.

Other Site Details:

The conference will be held at the Naval Postgraduate School, from 19-21 October with a two-day tutorial, preceding the conference 17-18 October. To learn more about the Monterey area, we suggest the site http://www.monterey.com. Information on the Naval Postgraduate School can be found at http://www.nps.edu/.

Program:


A preliminary agenda is found on  http://www.galaxy.gmu.edu/ACAS/index.htm, along with a brief form of the program listing just paper authors and talk titles.

Tutorial:

Mixed-effects Models Using R

By Douglas Bates, University of Wisconsin

Mixed-effects models are used in the analysis of data that have multiple levels of variation in the response. Common examples of such data are longitudinal data, where there are multiple measurements gathered over time on a set of subjects or other experimental units, and organizational data, where the subjects are grouped into one or more levels of organizational units, such as squad, platoon and company. Linear mixed models, which are also called variance components models, or random slopes models or panel-data models, have been used extensively in the analysis of such data and recently methods have been developed for extensions such as generalized linear mixed models and nonlinear mixed models.

In an STTR project for the U.S. Army Medical Research Activity we have developed new computational methods for such models and provided an implementation in R (www.r-project.org), a freely-available environment for statistical computing and graphics. In this tutorial we will introduce the data handling and graphics capabilities of R and describe the theory and practice of the analysis of longitudinal and organizational data using R.

The short course is a free service offered to conference registrants. No additional fees are required beyond conference registration.







